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Dear Ms. Salas:

On behalf of e.spire Communications, Inc. ("e.spire"), please take notice that on
Thursday, June 18, 1998, Jack Reich of e.spire, Riley Murphy of e.spire, and Brad
Mutschelknaus of Kelly Drye & Warren LLP, met with Chairman Kennard, Commissioner
Furchtgott-Roth, Tom Power, Paul Misener and Kyle Dixon, to discuss e.spire's support for the
above-captioned Petition of the Association for Local Telecommunications Services.

The discussion covered various items on the attached chart which was distributed at the
meeting. Specifically, the conversation focused on the following points:

(1) e.spire' s difficulties in securing Section 251 (c) interconnection with the
RBOCs for frame relay services;

(2) e.spire's difficulties in securing adequate collocation with some RBOCs
and the need for the Commission to tighten its collocation rules;

(3) the need for the Commission to clarify and further define ILEC
unbundling obligations with respect to xDSL loops, loop electronics and
OSS;

(4) pricing alternatives for loops with electronics and for making loops ready
for electronics;

(5) unbundling and interconnection options in a DLC environment; and

(6) the proposal that ILECs be permitted to establish lightly regulated data
affiliates.

The attached presentation materials were provided to each attendee of these meetings.
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Because e.spire's ex parte presentation may effect the merits and outcome of each of the
above-referenced dockets, pursuant to Section I. I206(b)( 1) of the Commission's rules, e.spire
submits an original and two (2) copies of this ex parte notification for inclusion in the record of

each of those proceedings.

Brad E. Mutschelknaus

cc: Chairman Kennard (w/o enclosure)
Commissioner Furchtgott-Roth (w/o enclosure)
Tom Power (w/o enclosure)
Paul Misener (w/o enclosure)
Kyle Dixon (w/o enclosure
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e.spire ATM

The e.spire A T!Vi sel I, "

IMth this serVice, e.spire .
comrlunlcations ?lOp! f '~ti(:-!,·' ("

With e.spire A TM, the uer l,';, ""w·.e
supel'-computlng, meclcal 'ragn:. vleJeo

Ideal for higher-volume use'~i 'UlstV'
A TM we guarantee your nn

Service Levels

I::itlons

d ,W+ POPs nationwide.

delay-sensitive data

I', as CAD/CAM, remote

f (ails ,ire '"asly 'net. Our service is also

'i'c'ver al·(1 tile transfer. And. With e.spire
d:/I,ng o,'ak network activity

e.spire ATM service levels let you subscr it '0 exactly the gual anteed level et service that you need to meet

specific performance needs And. With e.spire ATM, you' see" .. I, levels are Irrcre'T1entally scalable to

accommodate the changing dern,mds of network ,['lClug"I: - requ.rements.

We've engineered our service levels in Wr,' ·r of Port Speed. :1· .3ccommodate peak loads. and Sustained Cell

Rate (SCRj, to address nOlmal actiVity. In chart below. Po,,:;peed identifies the speed of your connection

to the ACSI network. and the maximum speed at which t'le tratflc rnay be "burst' through the e.spire data

network. e.spire IS the guaranteed transrll'ssion rate -~ the speed at which you are able to transmit data. at

any given moment As a subscriber. transrllSSlon at the SCR always ensured. and depending upon

network capacity at the time of transmission, your data may lH' 'ransmitted at a higher speed. up to the level

of the port speed associated With your guaranteed SCR. With'" 1 any additional charges.

The e.spire A TM service IS offered at incremental Variable-BI' Hate (VBR) and Constant-Bit-Rate (CBR) port

speeds and Sustained Cell Rates (SCR) per Permanent Vrtua I'Cuil (PVC), Including:

e.spire Variable-Bit-Rate IVBR) ATM Service Levels

Port Speeds SCR per PVC

2 Mbps .5 Mbps

4 Mbps 1 Mbps

6 Mbps 1.5 Mbps

8 Mbps 2 Mbps

10 Mbps 2.5 Mbps

15 Mbps 4 Mbps

20 Mbps 5 Mbps

30 Mbps 8 Mbps

45 Mbps 12 Mbps



~
• e.spire Constant-Bit-Rate ICBRI 4TM Servic,,· U~vel;,

e.spire CBF1 1\ T~'/

·0 deS!Dn and I'-nri(=ln',!,

Data
Warehouse

Sample e.spire A TM Configuration

Service Example Description In this example, ATM provides ar' I'tegrated transport serVice, using ATM PVCs, to connect

sites from three geographically-dispersed locations. By suppoltwg Token Ring and Ethernet LAN protocols, as well as

legacy network connectivity, e.spire ATM provides the quality service necessary for voice and video conferencing

(delay-sensitive applicationsl as well as PC-to-PC and PC-t<)lP'l" ,tP sprver Information transfer (less delay-sensitive)

Highlights

Network Access
DS3 Port Access; access speeds from

2Mbps to 45Mbps

Protocol Transparency:
Support for multiple technologies (TOM, Frame

Relay, IP, Ethernet. Token rll1g, JPEG, MPEG-21

and applications

Service Options'

Variable Bit Rate (VBR) and Constant Bit Rate
(CBR) quality of service options

Network Monitoring:
24 by 7 monitoring to the service

demarcation point

Benefits

Ir-clementally scalable high-speed transport for media-rich,

oa1,l Intensive, or delay-sensitive applications.

L.M' Interconnectivity and integration with

legilcy networks.

Delivers appropriate quality-of-service for delay sensitive

appilcations, such as real-time video conferencing, and

dat;· sensitive applications, such as file transfers

Encures continual service integrity.

For more information on e.spire ATM, or any of our other VOl :e, data or Internet services, contact e.spire
at 1-888-6espire.



vary. and for

"f any size can take
f,'e transfer. PC-to-PC

e.spire Ffari,e :lp/a~ ,.,::. :::1

Interconnectlnq

advantage of e.spire
and F)C-to-SerVE'

Our internetworklng
providers via N~Jls (\:

comprehen~;lve soIL;lI'

of their locatlol' Our

legacy systems

e.:~

"·'JeTvvod I

lr tr dt;~ parenth"

1('·,rl(J!t :Ii ""\lJltl'-Of(,!

C::fconnH(:t

I, amE: !J()rks of other key

e.spire Flelavoffers

fKjIOna" " atlonal sites regardless
e<-,,-IPr to I1tegrate new and

And since e.spire Fraine Flelav scales to ' Hlety ot 00 1 '

(CIR), you have the f1eX!tllllty to ,rnplemel,olnt-to-rlo lrl

potentially significant ';,WI'leJS OVF[ prlvat, "dsecH,np

",ecton,c ar',el Cor'lnlltted Information Rate

i"llv 'neshec networks with

Service Levels

Our service is engineered for high-speed Oata transmission across e.spire's fuliV redundant ATM

network, which is monitored 24 hours a da'v, 7 days a week to the pOint of service demarcation, You

benefit from continual service delivery because, in the fNen' :,f network failure, we automatically

reroute traffic.

With e.spire Frame Relav, you connect with the speed and service level that is right for your business,

and right for your budget. When you subscribe to the leve! Oi service you need to meet normal and

peak traffic loads, e.spire guarantees bandwidth availability and sustained throughput levels at the

Committed Information Rate (CIR) And, when additional netvvork capacity IS available, your traffic

"bursts" above the CIR, up to the maximum port speed tm "ven better performance

Connectivity Options

With our service, you need only one physical connection per site, This connection, or local loop,

connects your customer premise equipment (CPEI such as a router, CSU/DSU, or FRAD, to the e.spire
Frame Relav node, We establish multiple Permanent V'ltual CirCUits (PVCs) to provide additional logical

connections between ports



~)6/64

()4 rvlIH)',

~he port COnl1ecll0!1 rppre' ,,1""
are avalable ilt

56/64 kbps

128 kbps

256 kbps

11'

384 UJIY

:)12kbl1:'

768 kbps

e.spire

;,'

The CIR IS the guaranteed transmission capacity Corrrnl'ted l1iJtl()r' Flate (1:11'1\ Illcremel"~i "'clude

o kbps

32 kbps

56/64 kbps

128 kbps

256 kbps

384 kbps

512 f ups

768 k 11PS

10201 <bps

This diagram depicts a five-site frame relay network, The headquarters site, In Las Vegas, connects to the

e.spire Frame Relav service at 1,54 Mbps, It IS connected to r'Jew Orleans, Ft. Worth Site 1, and Baltimore

via Permanent Virtual CirCUits (PVCs), While the two Fort Wor'rJ sites must communicate with one

another, only Fort Worth Site 1 needs to communicate with headquarters Legacy Ethernet and Token Ring

LANs are connected to headquarters utilizing existing CUSlOl))'" premise equipment (CPE),

For more information on e.spire Frame Relay, or any of our otlRr VOice, data or Internet services, contact

e.spire at 1-888-6espire

PVC
o kbps CIR "

I,
I
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Ethernet

• LAN

e~,e
J



e.spire internet

[Jusiness custar, "

By takng advantc,w
network, the

global Internet

transfer, and '101

Network

e.spire

l,r'1unicatrons ueeds of

rategl8s

,I ,eE'd and reach of the e.spire
'IT Ical connectivity to the

web access, and tile

/l.t e.spire, we've engl' ;,ered ,JIW d (i',e

reaching over 40 POPs I13TlonwldE. DeSrpllf

redundant, meshed T3 ,etwork DI.;ersely

sophisticated sWltchwtJ recr,noloQ\ r,e

proactive capacity mar'age'j'pr't. ard dynar'

lv'S 'nost pxt(Ins. '1Igl' speed Inernets, with a T3 backbone

maxlm"n availability lind reliability, it is a fully-

"d backbolle rntl,rconnected lit the physical layer via

/Ing transpoll IT A r'vl al10wnq for flexibility in both

+routlng i\ Of a fallum

As a Tier 1 Internet Provider, \A/e know that I"rconnectlons to I' II Dlouallnternet a,e an essential aspect of the

engineering of our network As such, we ha" established sever.' I nubllc and private peering relationships to

ensure robust connectivity to all Internet de" Illations, We curel' ex,;hange traffic with major Internet service

providers at MAE·East. 'V1AE-VVest Chicago! II\P and Spr'n'

Access Services

e.spire offers access to the Internet through 1Iame relay. dedicaTed lines or ATM. so you can take advantage of

connectivity at the speed and price that's rig')! for you Access 'I the Internet is made available through both

leased-line and collocation serVices,

Speed

64kbps
128kbps
256kbps
384kbps
512kbps
1.5Mbps (11)
1.5Mbps (11)
4Mbps
6Mbps
10Mbps
15Mbps
45Mbps

Network Access

Frame Relay
Frame Relay
Frame Relay
Frame Relay
Frame Relay
Frame Relay
Dedicated
ATM
ATM
ATM
ATM
ATM



CUSTOMER PREMISE

LEASED LINE CUSTOMER

Global Internet

.,""-euston-Jer'S
LAN

Leased Line Service

Leased-line service is deslgneu for! ustor'ler,'

service in order to provide Internet r:OCinect'V>l'.;

public servers which reside (l', vour nervvcd

Ie> he '3xtend"d to their location You may opt for this

,,' f pro',!lde access from the Internet to web or

Collocation Services

Collocation services are for customers requiring the collocat,or- Dr In an e.spire POP facility. Vou may choose to collocate

your web or enterprise servers, access-nodes (dial up IntEerrw' Ac! 11',sl, Dr other specialized equipment. With this service, you

benefit from your own dedicated equipment, while taking acivdnt~ec of the redundancy. security, and power backups

engineered into our fault-tolerail1 telco facilities Collocat>on ,jldf1s an opportunity to avoid costly telco leased-line

charge"'.

Service Components

The following components are Included with both leased-line and! ollocation service

InstallatIOn Support - We will provide Initial installation support Ie "nsure the smooth Implementation of your service From

orderrng the telco circuit, to stagrng and deploying your CPF,lC>C1 I,"ally the turn up of your service, you'll have the support

and expertise of e.spire's trained professionals

Secondary Domain Name Service - Domain Name Servers are 1I,,:;essary 10 adver11se your domain to the global Internet A

secondary DNS server acts as a backup to the primary DNS ';ervPI 'he records are stored on, As part of your standard service,

e.spire provides secondary DNS support.

IP Addresses - An IP address identifies a machine on the In1err,,' e.spire provides you with sufficient non-portable IP

address space for 1he numbering of your network.

On-going Management -- e.spire will provide 24 x 7 network nH' ,Jgemen1 of your connection to the service demarca1ion

point

Service Options

Primary Domain Name Service includes the administration and ho~;tlng of your domain's host records. Customers may choose

to provide this service on their own, or outsource it to e.spire.

News is a means by which In1ernet users around the world can lead and pOS1 comments on over 20,000 different 10plcs.

e.spire Internet Access customers can choose to receive a full Usenet newsfeed to a server on their site

Customer Premise EqUipment (CPE) IS the equlpmen1 necessary terminate a dedicated Intemet Access connection For the

convenience of our customers, e.spire offers both rental and pu(hase options for CPE.

For more information on e.spire internet Access, or any of 01;1 other voice, data or Internet services, contact e.spire

at 1-888-6espire



"Interconnect" With l'uI rhe /-I,nsl'"

'0 ,nterconnect centra! and
olOvisiomng, maintenance and

'. Jnsfer files and integrate new and

:o(;le(1 offers a rich set of services for

n'plete :UI ",kE'y solution which includes fully
FIe 3ame high-performance networks.

l"liJV Include:

e.spire Managed
remote facilities,
on-going suppOI'

legacv svstems

e.spire offers two lev"
managing multi-Site nel','Volks e,spire
maintained e.spire-sul,clle:: (' "I
service level IJuarante' 'J

• initial netwel < OI'SICJ" 1m,!

• Complete ImplenlPlltatlcl uf tpl',

• Customer PIPmlsP t:qulpmpnt i(:1 Ind cran-.e Rpla,'rHlectlvltv

• On-going maintenance iJ'ld conflCJ 'Ion 'l,anagerner-' CPt:

• Management of probler" escalat!l 1I1d rpsolutlol

• On,line access to web-based repo!

• Periodic network perforrlance an(1 doac1ty plannllig pJlews

._---

--



At e.spire, we've engineeferj iiI) e'.IH1Slve

presence. The backbone's iJ fully' ')(lunda"l
reliability This allows for fl(~x!b,i!lv'; !Joth pi' ii'

With e.spire Managed Frame Relav, L,andwldtll dVillii1bll'l\;
offer a variety of port speeds w,lh In.lltlple connecl;: 11, 'r
businesses need to implernerl' I'legrale POF,'O

Customize e.spire service with Frame Relay Selee'
"internetworking" solution Fealures lJelow h,ghllqr" ilt"'1

,r'nectinq over 300 points of
',1'1 throughput, availability and

rerouting in the event of a failure

""ouql,!",' ire guaranteed. Since the services
, ley deliver the flexibility

)I kS.

France Reid! !'remier for a complete
pvpls ().; ser\,' cc'

Speeds ranging Irom 56Kbps 10 1,5Mbps

Commined Information Rates (CIRI ranging from OKbps 10 1,024Mbps

ACSI provided Customer Premise Equipmeut ICPE)

Engineer-guided CPE Tele~lnstallBtion assistance

On-going configuration management of CPE

In-band and out-of-band CPE monitoring

Implementation and testing of telco circuits, frame relay ports and virtual circuits

24 x 7 proactive service monitoring, including CPE

Periodic network performance and capacity planning reviews

Trouble ticket and fauft isolation procedures initiated and managed to resolution

On~line, web-based reports including implementation status. network availabilitv,
network utilization and trouble ticket summaries

CPE maintenance

On-site CPE installation

Select Premier
e' e'
e' e'

optional e'
e' e'
e' e'
e' e'
e' e'
e' e'
e' e'
e' e'
e' e'

nla e'
optional optional

The e,spire team ;s firmly committed to supporting our customers' "internetworking" needs as their environments evolve.
Additional comprehensive managed services are available for establishinq and maintaining global Internet access and
secure Internet/Intranet connectivity. e,spire leverages conwlun, 11tions lechnologles and services so customers can focus
on their core bUSiness competencies.

For more information on e.spire Managed Frame Relay, or arv of our other vOice. data or Internet serVices, contact

e.spire at 1-888'6espire

e~re
J



"Internetwork" WHI~OlJt rhe Won.

e.spire ManageI:'

enabled" B)I taK/llq

mOnitoring, )IOU

e.spire ofte IS (we: ieVi,," ,

configured to cOlvpler'iCi

with optional leatrres

either approach,

proactIve rTlOrltorW;)

"sses to be "mternet

!;'jqement and proactIVe

,'E,ds. They can be optimal,y

I'r IF services can be customized

),Itact turnkey solution. With

1J',larantees, and 24 by 7

• Initial I'ietvvon df" I~;rl O':;;u,tat

• Complete Irn:-:J1erY '1 'j";,ll(ll

• On-going nvwltell'::I' uc;

"lleJlp'ne",' (Cpr, iind Internet connectivity

• On-line access vvph-bascd ropo't

• Value-added Internet SPIV ces

• Periodic network pwtor'-T-I;:F',ce and

..;;..---

...,..

--



At e.spire, we've engineererj 01',(' r',

ATM backbone, It is a fully-redl,ndac,t
reliability This allows for flp"bd,tv I ' '')I,tl'
failure,

'Ietworks over a coast-to-coast
r) Jghput, availability and

re-routing in the event of a

To ensure connectivity to the global In1Plf"et, 'Ne have establ,shr;:! ,f"velal public !Fld :Y vate peering relationships, We
curmntly pxchangp traffic wl1h ,najcr 'lteft"" Servil" "'cv"I"s FasT, Mt\t We';t, the Chicago NAP and the
Sprint NAP,

Customize e.spire service With Internet Access Selpcl 01 Takp actv: !'tage of InlPrnet :\ccess Premipr for a completp

"internetworking" solution Fpatures below highlight offr,'II'qs h, I<,th Ipvels of Ser\dCe,

Speeds ranging from 56Kbps to 45Mbps

ACSI-provided Costomer Premise Equipment (CPEI

Engineer-guided CPE Tele~lnstallation assistance

On-going configuration management of CPE

In·bBnd and Dut-ot-band CPE monitoring

Implementation and testing of telco circuits

24)( 1 proactive service monitoring. including CPE

Periodic capacity planning

Trouble ticket and 'aliit isolation procedures initiated and managed to resolution

On~line, web~based reports including implementation status, network availability,
network utilization and trouble ticket summaries

CPE maintenance

Domain name registration and server support

Usenet newsfeed

Packet filtering

On-site CPE installation

Select Premier
eo eO

optional eo
eO eo

eo eO

eo eO
eo eO

eo eo
eo eO

eo eO
eo eO

nla eO

optional eo

optional eo

optional eo

optional optional

The e,spire team is firmly committed to supporting our custompfC "Internetworklng" needs as their environmpnts
pvolve, Additional comprphenslve managed services arp available for pstabllshing and maintaining global Internet access
and secum Internpt/lntranpt connectivity, e.spire leveragps comn'IJl1lcations technologies and services so customers can
focus on their corp business competencies,

For more information on e.spire Managed Internet Access, or any of our other voice, data or Internet services,

contact e.spire at 1-888-6espire

e.~re
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